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Synopsis

A Manual of Style for Contract Drafting, Third Edition is a uniquely in-depth survey of the building
blocks of contract language. First published in 2004, it offers those who draft, review, negotiate, or
interpret contracts an alternative to the dysfunction of traditional contract language and the flawed
conventional wisdom that perpetuates it. This manual has become a vital resource throughout the
legal profession, in the U.S. and internationally. This manual&#39;s focus remains how to express
contract terms in prose that is free of the archaisms, redundancies, ambiguities, and other problems
that afflict traditional contract language. With exceptional analysis and an unmatched level of
practical detail, Adams highlights common sources of confusion and recommends clearer and more
concise alternatives. This manual is organized to facilitate easy reference, and it illustrates its
analysis with numerous examples. Consult it to save time in drafting and negotiation and to reduce

the risk of dispute.
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Customer Reviews

Kenneth A. Adams is a consultant, writer, and speaker on contract drafting. He currently resides in
Garden City, New York.

| teach advanced contracts and at the start of the course show students 5 to 10 books that might be
useful during the course and later in their careers. | then note that this is actually the only book they
would ever need. It is well written, has excellent examples and practical advice, and also has the

right perspective throughout regarding what actually matters and what doesn'’t.



Although this version os much different than the previous version, the advice provided is extremely
helpful when you are stuck with wording in a contract whether you are trying to draft it or interpret it.
I've used this book for years and now use this version and the previous version to compare, for

additional context.This reference provides examples of when to use and not to use certain phrases

that are commonly misused in drafting.

This is an incredibly helpful book, especially for students like myself and those getting their first
opportunities to draft real contracts. My copy arrived with a defect on about 20 pages due to some
sort of binding error - holes were punched across the text as well as on the side of the pages for the
spiral binding - but | noticed too late to be able to return the book through . However, as soon as |
posted about it the Author personally reached out and offered to help fix the matter and get another
copy sent to me. Looking forward to receiving a more intact copy soon. Very pleased!l too was
surprised that it was spiral bound - should really have a way of publicizing that for pre-orders. But |

don’t think the binding detracts much, especially since the cover wraps around it.

| am a law professor of drafting contracts and this is the only author | recommend. His writing is
clear, concise and a the perfect manual for my practice which requires me to write contracts on a
daily basis. The only wish | have is that the book would be simultaneously available for download
once purchased in print. It would be great to have it both ways and not have to pay for the same

content twice.

love this manual. It's my go-to whenever I'm drafting or revising contracts. | totally subscribe to
Ken’s philosophy of drafting- simple and efficient. Too many legal jargon that isn’t necessary in
contracts today that we hold onto for no reason.

Along with Garner, Adams is a must-have for any transactional attorney.

Incredible guidance for practical drafting of contracts.

| purchased this book a few months ago and | liked it. Liked it so much that | thought | should also

get the kindle version b/c the spiral bound nature of the hardcopy is cumbersome to transport and it

can be difficult to read if anywhere else other than a desk. Then, oh yikes. | went ahead and did it.



But dang, | thought ebooks were suppose to be cheaper. Not this one. All in all, it's a great book.
But just a tad unhappy that | paid so much for the ebook to merely supplement my hardcopy.
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